Famous Zapruder Movie 



Still Frames From Assassination Film 
Show the Warren Commission Was Wrong 



Dallas dress manufacturer Abraham 
Zapruder, a Russian immigrant now in his 
grave, became the one man who experts now 
believe had significant evidence to prove a 
conspiracy was involved in the assassination 
of President John F. Kennedy. 

Using a Bell and Howell home movie 
camera, he captured on 8 mm film the actual 
shooting. 

As soon as word got out about Zapruder’s 
27-second movie, major news organizations 
around the world started to bid for the rights 
to publish the film. 

EVENTUALLY, ZAPRUDER struck a 



bargin with Time-Life, Inc., reportedly for a 
sum between $150,000 and $250,000, although 
some estimates have run as high as $1 
million. 

Time-Life gave the Warren Commission a 
print from the film and the Warren report 
published frames from that print in volume 
18. 

HOWEVER, ABOUT 1965, bootleg prints 
of the film fell into the hands of assassination 
researchers around the country and private 
showings of the film were conducted. The 
Texas Observer, a liberal publication, was 



the first to offer copies of the film to the 
public; soon thereafter, ads for the film ap- 
peared in other publications, offerings from 
various individuals and groups. 

In April of this year, Time, Inc., announced 
that the original film had been returned to the 
family and heirs of Abraham Zapruder. 

Time, Inc., spokesman Lou Slovinski also 
said that several first generation copies of the 
movie and slides were being deposited at the 
National Archives, and that the Zapruder film 
itself would keep its original print at the 
archives as well. 



The frames from that home movie 
published here come from a print of the film 
believed to have been taken from the copy 
that was given to the Warren Commission. 
That copy was then enlarged to 16 mm, and 
the prints shown here are from that 16 mm 
film. 

WHILE THE QUALITY of the prints are 
poor and that situation is compounded when 
published on newsprint, they are presented 
here to demonstrate the incorrectness of the 
Warren report conclusion. 

-THE EDITORS 







HE HAS LECTURED around the 
nation and appeared on public 
media. He is convincing. 

In essence, he believes: 

• In all, there are or were 332 
frames of the Zapruder film. Ten 
frames are missing or damaged in 
the film. Two particularly important 
frames, numbers 207 and 212, suffer 
stress marks because frames 
number 208 through 211 have been 
sliced out. Those missing frames, 
208 through 211, were damaged by a 
junior photographic technician from 
Time, Inc., prior to to the film being 
copied and turned over to the 
Warren Commission. 

• Unexplained thus far are 
missing frames 155 and 156. Time, 
Inc., has not commented on those 
frames. The Warren Commission, in 
its published report of the film ( Vol. 
18), starts with frame number 171, 
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THAT, IN ESSENCE, is what a 
layman would see upon the 
Zapruder film, and a layman’s 
analysis of that viewing would bring 
these conclusions, at least: 

• Kennedy was hit once, if not 
twice, before Connally was struck. 

.» Since the Zapruder film ran 
roughly 18 frames to a second, the 
first bullet that hit Kennedy and 
then, according to the Warren 
Commission report, went on to 
strike Connally defied physics. 
Straining all physical laws, the 
Commission admitted that shots 
fired by the Mannlicher-Carcano 
rifle traveled at a speed of about 
©ne-ninth of a second from the Book 



Depository to the Kennedy car. 

Counting the frames in the 
Zapruder film, and assuming the 
Commission was right, it would have 
taken the first bullet at least one-half 
of a second to travel from the Book 
Depository, go through Kennedy, 
and then strike Connally. That 
leaves the first bullet hanging 
around in space for at least seven- 
eighteenths of a second. 

(Most critics of the Warren 
Commission contend that the first 
bullet would have had to hang 
around in space for upward to 1.8 
seconds. They contend this on the 
basis of believing that Kennedy was 
struck earlier than the Warren 
Commission contends and that 
Connally, which can be strongly 
argued by inspecting the film, was 



struck later than the Commission 
concluded. Playing it con- 
servatively, however, and assuming 
the Warren Commission figures, you 
are still left with almost half a 
second of bullet-travel time the 
commission cannot account for.) 

• The > fatal bullet that struck 
Kennedy was not fired from the 
Dallas School Book Depository; 
rather it came from some location in 
front of the car. A layman would 
conclude that because, in the matter 
of one frame of the Zapruder film 
(less than l/18th of a second), 
Kennedy’s head pops backward. 
(The Warren Commission and its 
defenders contend that the reason 
the President’s head snaps back- 
ward is that while he was hit from 
behind, he had a nervous-system 



reaction that caused him to move 
against the grain of the traveling 
bullet. ) 

That is what a layman most likely 
would conclude from viewing the 
Zapruder film. Experts see much 
more. 

Robert Groden, an optics 
technician who creates slides for 
inductrial films and restores old 
photos, believes as many as six shots 
were fired at the Kennedy car. 

Groden, 29, was only 18 at the time 
Kennedy was shot. About nine years 
ago, he secured a bootleg copy of the 
Zapruder film. He has studied it 
since then and is now undoubtedly 
the world’s foremost expert on its 
'contents. He wrote, in Rolling Stone, 
‘T’ve done more investigative and 
optical research on clear copies of 
the Zapruder film than any other 
private citizen or agency.” 
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thus avoiding the issue of an earlier 
splice. 

• The Warren Commission's 
published version of the frames 
from the Zapruder film reversed 
frames 314 and 315. (FBI Director J. 
Edgar Hoover admitted this was a 
“printing error”). The importance 
of this is that in frame 313, Kennedy 
receives his fatal head wound. By 
reversing frames 314 and 315, it 
would appear that Kennedy might 
be moving forward, instead of back- 
ward, meaning that the shot could 
have come from the Book Depositiry 
(which it didn’t) instead of from in 
front of the car. 

• Kennedy was hit first some time 
when his car was behind the road 
sign. This shot came from in front of 
the car because the entry point (just 
below his necktie) is smaller than 
the exit area (in the back of his 
neck). Kennedy was hit again, at 
frame 227, in the back about six 
inches below the shoulder blades. 
The first shot that hit Kennedy’s 
head comes at frame 313. It is a 
glancing blow and throws him 
slightly forward. In the next frame 
(314), he is hit again, this time from 
in front with a high-powered rifle 
that sends him backward violently - 
- to his left and toward his wife. 

• Secret Serviceman William 
Greer, the limousine driver, did not 
speed up the car until long after he 
said he did under sworn testimony. 

• Frames 412 and 413 show the 
head, ears and rifle of an assassin in 
some underbush. 

• Frames 454 through 478 show 
yet another man atop the stockade 
fence on the grassy knoll who ap- 
pears to be a possible assassin. In 
all, analysis shows, between four to 
five assassins were involved. 
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